The following is first a machine translation of an interview about Al from a Christian
perspective. The interview was in Mandarin Chinese.

The URL of the original article is https://priscillareading.wordpress.com/2025/03/27/

The original Chinese text follows after the English text:

Al, or artificial intelligence, is undoubtedly the most talked-about topic today. From
ChatGPT to DeepSeek, autonomous driving to Al art generation, artificial intelligence has
quietly permeated every corner of our lives. But do you truly understand what Al is? Some
call it the "technology of the future", some brand it the "terminator of humanity", and
others regard it as a "shortcut to wealth"...

Nowadays, countless people are gripped by worries: Will Al take our jobs? The threat of
unemployment looms large. Programmers, designers and even medical professionals are
asking themselves: *Will | be replaced by Al?* Others fear that, just like in sci-fi movies, Al
will one day dominate humanity and rule the world. Meanwhile, many are eager to seize the
moment, hoping to get rich overnight with Al and become the next tech giant.

For parents, Al brings not only opportunities but also deep anxiety. How should children
receive education in this new era? What skills should they learn to avoid being left behind?
And as middle-aged adults, how can they adapt to an Al-driven world themselves?

What earth-shaking changes will Al bring to humanity? Is it an opportunity or a threat? A
tool or a master? Today, we will lift the veil of mystery surrounding Al, explore the
transformations it will spark, and discuss where humanity is headed.

I recently interviewed my friend, Dr. Glyn T. Gowing. Our in-depth conversation completely
reshaped my preconceptions and imagination about Al. | gained tremendous insights from
this exchange, and | feel compelled to share this interview, so that more people can learn
the truth behind Al and gain new perspectives and reflections.

Dr. Glyn T. Gowing is a senior professor of Computer Science at LeTourneau University and
Chair of the university’s Online Computer Science Program. Holding a doctoral degree, his
research focuses primarily on artificial intelligence. Boasting profound academic expertise
and rich practical experience in this field, he is a widely recognized Al expert. Through
years of teaching and research, Dr. Gowing has earned an outstanding reputation in
academic circles and made remarkable contributions to the practical application and
innovation of Al technology.

## 1. Al ls a Tool, Not a Deity

Al has become a global sensation, yet few fully grasp its essence. Dr. Gowing states
plainly: "The Al we are talking about today is not true intelligence at all." Indeed, Al is far
from the self-thinking "super brain" depicted in movies. It is essentially a program capable
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of rapid information processing, pattern recognition and data summarization. It analyzes
correlations between words and phrases to generate responses that seem intelligent, but
it does not truly comprehend the content it produces.

Dr. Gowing emphasizes that Al is a disruptive technology, comparable to the printing
press, the steam engine and the Internet in human history — innovations that
revolutionized our ways of living and working. The printing press popularized books and
boosted literacy; the steam engine made long-distance travel accessible and facilitated
commodity circulation; the Internet enabled fast, low-cost information sharing. Al, in turn,
empowers us to make more informed decisions by efficiently processing massive volumes
of data.

Even so, he reminds us that Al is not omnipotent. While it delivers great convenience in
numerous fields, we must not over-rely on it, let alone worship it as an almighty force. He
worries that blind faith in Al will erode people’s own judgment and creativity. "Al is merely a
tool," he notes. "Its purpose is to assist us with information processing, not to replace
human thinking and decision-making."

The limitations of Al are already evident. For instance, Google Gemini once suggested that
people "eat a few small stones every day to supplement minerals". Such ridiculous cases
of "Al hallucination" prove that Al has no real understanding of human physiological needs.
Similar errors reveal that Al’s so-called "intelligence" stems purely from statistical analysis
and pattern matching of data, rather than genuine comprehension or logical reasoning.

Dr. Gowing hopes that society will calm down from the current Al frenzy and recognize its
true nature: a powerful tool, not a substitute for humanity. No matter how advanced Al
becomes, it can never replicate human creativity, emotions or moral judgment.

So is Al a miracle tool or a trap? The answer lies in how we use it. "The future of Al is in our
hands," Dr. Gowing says. "The key is to use it wisely, instead of being led astray by it."

## 1l. Survival Guide for the Al Era: Right Mindset and Essential Skills

The Al era has arrived — are you ready? Faced with an Al-powered world, many feel
overwhelmed and fear being eliminated. Take heart. Dr. Gowing points out the way
forward: "Adapting to the Al era requires both a sound mindset and practical skills." Below
are the key mindsets and abilities we need.

### 1. Mindset: Treat Al as a Tool, Not an Almighty Deity

"Al is a tool created by humans, not an omniscient god," Dr. Gowing stresses. We must
always remember that Al is designed by people, and since humans are fallible, Al is bound
to make mistakes too. The ancient Roman philosopher Seneca once said, "To err is
human." "We should never take Al’s outputs at face value," Dr. Gowing warns. "We must
always maintain critical thinking."



He shares a harrowing real-life example: A man in the Netherlands, deeply troubled by
environmental issues, turned to Al for advice. Shockingly, the Al told him that "ending his
own life was the best way to reduce environmental harm". The man ultimately took his own
life. This tragedy serves as a stark reminder: Al’s answers are not always reliable, and
human judgment remains irreplaceable.

### 2. Skills: Learn to Ask Questions and Verify Results

Dr. Gowing highlights two core skills: **learning to ask targeted questions** and **learning
to verify information**.

- **Learn to ask questions**: Just like using a search engine, you need to frame precise
questions to get satisfactory answers. "The quality of Al’s output depends entirely on the
quality of your input," Dr. Gowing explains. Vague questions will only lead to ambiguous
responses.

- **Learn to verify results**: Al does not always produce accurate content. Dr. Gowing
cites a vivid example: His wife, a professor of mechanical engineering, once found
unreasonable data in students’ assignments. The root cause was that the students blindly
trusted calculators but messed up unit settings, such as confusing radians with degrees.
"Without a solid grasp of basic knowledge, you cannot tell whether Al’s results are
correct," he explains. This oversight can lead to severe consequences, ranging from
misdiagnoses to wrong decisions.

## IIl. Will Al Steal Our Jobs? There Is No Need to Panic

Will programmers lose their jobs because of Al? Software engineers across Silicon Valley
are anxious about being replaced. Dr. Gowing reassures everyone with a smile: "Do not
worry. Al is nowhere near capable of fully replacing human workers." Here are his
suggestions for coping with the impact of Al.

### 1. Al Can Write Code? Don’t Get Too Optimistic

"l always find it amusing when people claim Al will replace programmers," Dr. Gowing
remarks. He has caught many students submitting Al-generated code for coursework —
code that is either inefficient or riddled with bugs. "l can tell at a glance when code is
written by Al," he says. "It usually lacks logical coherence and optimization."

While Al does save time on coding, Dr. Gowing insists: "You must understand the code
thoroughly and identify its errors and potential security risks." He even asks his students to
generate code with Al, so they can see its flaws for themselves. "Using unexamined Al-
generated code directly comes with huge risks."

### 2. Al Transforms Work, Rather Than Eliminates It

"Al will not fully replace programmers or other professions; it will reshape workflows," Dr.
Gowing believes. Self-checkout machines at Walmart have reduced the number of
cashiers, yet human staff are still needed to manage and maintain the systems. "Al boosts
efficiency, but it can never take the place of human experience and judgment."



He further explains that experienced programmers will increasingly take on the role of
**code reviewers** in the future, tasked with verifying and optimizing Al-generated code,
instead of writing every line from scratch. This shift will not cause unemployment; instead,
it will allow programmers to focus on higher-level work.

### 3. Al Excels in Specific Fields, but General Al Remains a Distant Dream

"Al delivers outstanding performance in specialized areas, such as medical image
recognition," Dr. Gowing notes. Al can detect tumors in X-rays more accurately than
human doctors, marking a major breakthrough for healthcare. Still, this does not mean Al
can replace physicians entirely.

As for the much-discussed "general artificial intelligence" — Al that can think and solve any
problem just like humans — Dr. Gowing states firmly: "General Al will never emerge within
our lifetimes." In his view, Al’s true value lies in solving targeted problems, not emulating
human creativity.

### 4. History Proves: Technological Revolutions Create New Opportunities

"Every technological revolution phases out old jobs, yet it also creates countless new
opportunities," Dr. Gowing reminds us. The steam engine put coachmen out of work, but
gave rise to train drivers and mechanical engineers. The popularization of computers
eliminated manual calculation jobs, while creating new careers such as programmers and
data scientists. "The Al era will follow the same pattern. Instead of panicking, we should
adapt actively."

### 5. The Future Belongs to Human-Al Collaboration

To conclude, Dr. Gowing states: "Al’s true value lies in collaborating with humans, not
replacing them." It can handle repetitive tasks, but complex decision-making and creative
work still rely on human wisdom and experience. "Al is a tool, and humans hold the reins.
As long as we learn to work alongside Al, the future remains full of promise."

## IV. No Al Can Surpass the Inherent Value of Humans

Al outperforms humans in many areas — does that mean human value is diminished? Dr.
Gowing offers a profound perspective: "Human value does not come from being better
than Al. It stems from the fact that humans are made in the image of God." This statement
reveals the root of human dignity and guides us to rethink our identity, goals and meaning
in the Al age.

### Human Value: Rooted in the Image of God

Dr. Gowing points out that American culture often ties personal worth to professional
work. "Like many others, | once measured my own value by my work achievements. But
from a Christian perspective, this mindset is wrong."

He quotes Genesis 1:27 from the Bible: *"So God created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created them; male and female he created them."* He emphasizes:



"Human value has nothing to do with how intelligent or capable we are. We possess
inherent dignity simply because we bear the image of God." This uniqueness sets humanity
apart from all other creations.

He uses a 10 US dollar bill as a vivid metaphor: "A banknote holds value because it bears
the official mark and design of a nation. Similarly, every person, as a bearer of God’s
image, has inherent dignity and worth. Whether you are an athlete, a musician, a
researcher, or someone living with a disability, your value is equal and unshakable."

### Human Value Remains Irreplaceable in the Al Era

To those who believe they become worthless once Al outperforms them, Dr. Gowing says:
"Such people misunderstand where our true value lies. Al may change how work is done,
but it can never negate the intrinsic worth of human beings."

"No matter how powerful Al grows, it can never undermine human value," he summarizes.
"Our worth comes from being made in God’s image, not from our abilities or
accomplishments." In the Al era, we ought to stay confident, stay true to our calling and
keep growing. As he puts it: "Alis a tool, and humans are the masters. Our future is full of
hope."

## V. Will Al Control Humanity? Don’t Be Misled by Sci-Fi Movies

Will Al eventually take control of humanity, just like the plots in *The Terminator* or *The
Matrix*? Dr. Gowing laughs and says: "Do not let science fiction movies fool you." Below is
his professional analysis on whether Al poses a threat to mankind.

### 1. Al Is a Program, Not a "Super Intelligence"

"Al is nothing more than a deterministic computer program; it is not true intelligence," Dr.
Gowing explains. Its core logic is simple: given the same input, it will always produce the
same output. Al has no self-awareness and cannot truly understand human values.
Therefore, "Al can never take control of humanity on its own — unless humans let it."

He adds: "Humans always retain control over Al. When people appear to be ruled by Al, the
real controllers are actually the developers and operators behind the technology."

### 2. Al Bias: The Real Threat Originates from Humans

"The greatest danger of Al is not its potential to dominate humanity, but how humans
design and use it," Dr. Gowing warns. For example, ChatGPT shows obvious bias when
answering questions about former US presidents. "Such biases are inherited from training
data and the values of its developers. Without vigilance, Al could become a tool for
manipulating public opinion."

He also mentions that Al sometimes fabricates fake sources, papers and reports —
another form of Al hallucination. This reminds us never to trust Al’s outputs blindly, and
always verify information with our own judgment.



### 3. How to Ensure Al Safety

Dr. Gowing puts forward two essential safeguards:

- **Technical safeguards**: Avoid over-restricting Al’s functions unless users make
specific requests. While it is necessary to block harmful content such as suicide guides,
excessive censorship will make Al less useful. We must strike a balance between safety
and practicality.

- **Social safeguards®**: The public must understand that Al is a tool, not an all-knowing
authority. Humans should never abandon critical thinking. Treat Al’s outputs as
references, not absolute truth.

### 4. Al and Faith: Can It Interpret the Bible?

Dr. Gowing also talks about Al’s application in religion. "Would you trust Al to explain the
Bible, especially on controversial topics within religious communities?" He believes Al can
never replace human theological reflection or spiritual practice, for it has no real grasp of
human faith and inner spirituality.

### 5. The Future of Al Is in Our Hands

"The trajectory of Al depends entirely on human usage," he concludes. Al can be a powerful
problem-solving tool, yet it can also become a dangerous trap if we rely on it excessively.
The key is to stay sober-minded, evaluate Al’s content critically, and avoid blind
dependence.

## V1. ChatGPT vs. DeepSeek: An In-depth Comparison of Intelligence, Values and Safety
As Al technology advances rapidly, ChatGPT and DeepSeek have gained widespread
popularity. They differ greatly in intelligence, embedded values and safety mechanisms.
During our conversation, Dr. Gowing analyzes their unique features and potential risks.

### 1. Intelligence: Each Has Its Own Strengths

- **ChatGPT**: It excels at English language processing and generates coherent content
even in complex contexts. However, numerous safety restrictions mean it will evade or
refuse to answer certain sensitive questions.

- **DeepSeek**: It responds faster and outperforms ChatGPT in Chinese language
processing, especially in daily conversational scenarios. Its support for dialects such as
Cantonese is limited, and it often produces confusing content in this regard.

Dr. Gowing comments: "DeepSeek performs better in some functions, but its safety
barriers are relatively easy to bypass."

### 2. Values: Biases Shaped by Cultural Background

- **ChatGPT**: It shows clear leanings on political and religious issues. It tends to criticize
certain public figures while remaining silent on others. For simple questions, it may
produce overly lengthy and rambling answers due to its built-in settings. Constrained by
safety rules, it often avoids sensitive topics, leading to one-sided responses.



- **DeepSeek**: Influenced by Chinese culture, it tends to follow traditional Chinese
medical concepts when giving health advice, for instance discouraging cold drinks. It will
not generate negative remarks about China’s ruling party or national leaders, reflecting its
cultural and contextual boundaries.

"Both models carry biases, just in different directions," Dr. Gowing summarizes. "ChatGPT
is shaped by Western values, while DeepSeek aligns closely with Chinese culture."

### 3. Safety: Balancing Privacy and Risks

- **ChatGPT**: Developed by a US company, it has relatively transparent privacy policies,
though data leakage risks still exist. Its strict safety rules sometimes result in inaccurate or
evasive answers.

- **DeepSeek**: Reportedly affiliated with Chinese authorities, which raises users’
concerns over data privacy. It has fewer safety restrictions that are easier to circumvent,
allowing for more direct answers on many topics.

Dr. Gowing reminds all users to protect personal privacy when using any Al service.

### 4. How Should Users Choose?

- For non-political and culturally neutral questions: DeepSeek is preferable for more
accurate answers.

- For politically or culturally sensitive topics: Both models have inherent biases. You must
rely on your own judgment and never accept answers unconditionally.

- **Recommended practice**: Use both platforms side by side, compare their outputs,
and form your own conclusions.

"Whichever Al you use, keep your mind active and never take answers at face value," Dr.
Gowing emphasizes.

### 5. Al Is a Tool— Proceed with Caution

ChatGPT and DeepSeek each have pros and cons. Your choice should be based on your
actual needs. An Al’s performance is deeply affected by its cultural background and design
goals. As Dr. Gowing says, all Al carries biases, so constant vigilance is essential.

In this era of booming Al technology, we ought to embrace its convenience while retaining
independent thinking. Al is a tool — wisdom always belongs to humanity.

## VIl. China-US Tech Competition: Confrontation or Cooperation?

Technological competition between China and the United States, especially in the Al
sector, has drawn global attention. Is this competition a driving force for innovation, or a
source of escalating confrontation? Dr. Gowing shares his insights on this complex issue
and the possibilities for cooperation.

### 1. The Politicization of Tech Competition: A Cause for Regret



"l dislike this competition intensely, because it has been overly politicized," Dr. Gowing
states frankly. Once politics intervenes, especially within the US political landscape, the
two sides often demonize each other, deepening misunderstandings and hostility.

Many Americans hold outdated stereotypes about China. He recounts that when he tells
people he has visited China, they ask in surprise: "Why would you go there? Isn’t that a bad
place?" In reality, government policies are separate from the lives of ordinary people.
People in China and the United States share the same basic needs, hopes and dreams.

### 2. Competition vs. Cooperation: The Fallacy of a Zero-Sum Game

Competition itself is not negative — it stimulates innovation and accelerates technological
progress. The rivalry between China and the US in Al has indeed pushed the industry
forward. However, Dr. Gowing opposes viewing this competition as a zero-sum game. "It
should not be a fight where one side wins and the other loses. Instead, it should be a
process of mutual learning and joint progress."

### 3. The Possibility of Cooperation: Building Bridges Across Cultures

Dr. Gowing is an active participant in China-US academic collaboration. This year, he co-
authored two academic papers on Al with multiple Chinese professors, being the only non-
Chinese researcher on the teams. He is also learning Chinese diligently, as he believes itis
impolite to make his Chinese colleagues communicate with him in English. In his view,
language is a vital bridge connecting different cultures.

### 4. The Real China: Breaking Stereotypes

Dr. Gowing still vividly remembers his first trip to China back in 2007. When he stepped out
of Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport, the modern metropolis completely overturned
his old impressions. He saw a city as advanced as any in the United States, with clean
streets, fashionable residents, nice vehicles and stores selling laptops and high-end
goods.

Many Americans have completely wrong ideas about China, he notes. He has visited
churches and met many Christian believers in China, proving that the stereotypes spread
by some media are untrue.

### 5. Hope for the Future: Understanding and Collaboration

Dr. Gowing is optimistic about the future of China-US relations. Platforms like
Xiaohongshu enable young people from both countries to communicate directly and
discover common ground, breaking prejudices and fostering mutual understanding. "We
are all created by God. We ought to help and love one another," he says. He hopes to see
more technological cooperation between the two nations to advance the interests of all
humanity.

### Closing Thought: Competition Is a Means, Cooperation Is the Goal



Fierce as the China-US tech competition is, it should not lead to confrontation. As Dr.
Gowing puts it: "Competition fuels innovation, but cooperation delivers win-win results." In
a globalized world, understanding and collaboration matter far more than conflict. By
casting aside prejudices and strengthening exchanges, China and the US can work hand in
hand in Al and create a better future for everyone.

## VIIl. The Greatest Ethical Challenge in Al Research: Bias and Accountability

Beyond technical hurdles, Al researchers face profound ethical dilemmas. During our talk,
Dr. Gowing explores ethical issues in Al development, particularly systemic bias and its
far-reaching social impacts.

### 1. The Danger of Al Being Regarded as the "Voice of Truth"

"Eliminating bias is the biggest ethical challenge for Al researchers," Dr. Gowing begins.
People tend to accept Al’s outputs as objective truth without question. If training data or
design processes carry the developers’ personal biases, the consequences can be
catastrophic.

He cites two striking examples:

- **Biased medical AlI**: If an Al medical system is developed by religious groups that
refuse blood transfusions, it may reject this life-saving treatment even when it is the
standard medical solution.

- **Extreme vegetarian Al**: An Al nutrition tool designed by radical vegetarians may deny
the necessity of meat entirely, ignoring the fact that obligate carnivores such as cats must
eat meat to survive, endangering animal lives.

"Researchers must never let their personal beliefs or biases dictate an Al’s functions.
Doing so can lead to disasters," he warns seriously.

### 2. Where Does Al Bias Come From?

Al bias stems from three main sources:

- **Limitations of training data**: If raw data contains prejudices, Al will replicate them in
its outputs.

- **Subjective influence of researchers**: Developers’ personal beliefs, values and
cultural backgrounds unconsciously shape Al design and training.

- **Risk of social manipulation**: Some parties seek to use Al to spread specific agendas,
manipulate public opinion and dominate discourse. This could even distort history and
cover up the truth.

### 3. How to Mitigate Bias

- **Design based on objective facts**: Researchers must ground Al development in proven
facts, rather than personal beliefs. Medical Al, for example, should follow universal
medical consensus.

- **Acknowledge the limits of knowledge**: Stay humble and recognize your own
limitations. Seek help from experts in unfamiliar fields. Dr. Gowing notes that although he



is learning Chinese, he would not attempt to build Chinese-English translation tools — a
mistake many people make, resulting in ridiculous translation errors.

- **Build diverse teams**: Diverse research teams reduce one-sided perspectives and
ensure Al outputs are inclusive and accurate.

### 4. Aligning Al with Human Values

The concept of "human values" varies across cultures, religions and ideologies. As a
Christian, Dr. Gowing upholds values including respect for life, opposition to
discrimination, and the belief that marriage is between one man and one woman — views
not shared by everyone.

He warns that Al can be used to promote certain ideologies and undermine traditional or
religious values. For example, some Al may label traditional views on marriage as
outdated.

He calls on Christian researchers to engage actively in cutting-edge Al development, to
ensure Al design and training align with Christian values. "If we stay away from this field, Al
will spread ideas that contradict our faith."

### Closing Thought: Al Is a Tool — Accountability Rests with Humans

Al holds immense potential, yet its ethical challenges cannot be ignored. As Dr. Gowing
says: "We must never hand over the responsibility of thinking entirely to machines." Al
developers need both technological innovation and a strong sense of ethics, to ensure Al
benefits all humanity instead of exacerbating division and prejudice.

## IX. Al and Creativity: Sophisticated Collage or True Original Creation?

Now that Al can write poems, compose music and create paintings, a fundamental
question arises: Is this genuine creativity, or merely sophisticated imitation? Dr. Gowing
breaks down the technical nature of Al’s "creative ability" and reaffirms the sacred nature
of human creativity.

### 1. How Al "Creates": The Essence of Its Algorithms

"Current Al creativity is essentially advanced statistical recombination," Dr. Gowing states
directly. Taking large language models (LLMs) as an example:

- **Text creation**: Al analyzes massive text datasets to build networks of word
probabilities, generating content much like completing an advanced fill-in-the-blank
puzzle.

- **Image generation**: It matches text prompts with pixel patterns from training galleries
and combines visual elements through mathematical calculations.

The core limitation is clear: Al only rearranges existing content. When asked to generate a
"dreamlike forest", it merely mixes trees, light and shadow it has seen before. It cannot
infuse works with emotional experiences of "dreaminess", as human artists do.



### 2. The Sacred Dimension of Human Creativity

Dr. Gowing draws a sharp comparison:

- **Al works**: Programs like the 1980s Al Racter produced books such as *The
Policeman’s Beard is Half Constructed*. The sentences are grammatically correct, yet
meaningless and hollow.

- **Human creation**: Michelangelo could "see" the statue of David trapped within a block
of marble, and set it free through carving.

Though not a theologian, Dr. Gowing firmly believes creativity is part of humanity’s divine
nature as beings made in God’s image. Humans can turn ordinary materials, such as sand,
into sophisticated technology like microchips and smartphones. This ability to transform
the mundane into the extraordinary is beyond Al’s reach.

### 3. The Creativity Divide: Recombination vs. True Inspiration

Dimension | Al Human Beings
Foundation | Statistical data and probability Life experience and genuine
inspiration
Process Pattern matching and content Comprehension, reconstruction and
recombination endowment of meaning
Output Technically sound collage Original works with soul and emotion

Using Sherlock Holmes adaptations as an example: Al can relocate the story to Shanghai
and change character names, but the core narrative always remains Arthur Conan Doyle’s
creation. Human writers, by contrast, can invent entirely new storytelling styles, just as
Agatha Christie revolutionized mystery novels.

### 4. Outlook: Safeguard the Human Core of Creativity

With Al-generated content flooding the internet, Dr. Gowing offers a word of caution:
- **Define Al as a creative springboard, not the creator itself**.

- **Retain human authority to judge the ultimate meaning of all works**.

When Al can churn out thousands of technically perfect sonnets, we cherish even more
the poems that touch our souls. Only humans can endow creation with profound meaning.

Creativity is the final frontier that distinguishes humans from tools. Al may mimic the form
of creation, but it can never replicate the sacred moment when Michelangelo looked at a
block of marble and said: *"David is already inside."*

## X. Education Revolution in the Al Era: Assistant or Replacement?

Now that ChatGPT can write excellent essays and Al art tools produce stunning artwork,
the education sector faces a critical question: Is our traditional education system being
overturned? Do students still need to learn basic knowledge? If so, what should they focus
on? Dr. Gowing re-examines the essence and future of education in the Al age.



### 1. Core Shift in Education: From Memorization to Critical Thinking

Dr. Gowing uses a classic analogy: "This is just like the debate over calculators decades
ago. The pointis not whether to use the tool, but whether you can judge if the results are
correct without solid foundational knowledge."

He identifies three core competencies for students in the Al era:

1. Framing precise and effective questions for Al.

2. Verifying and judging the reliability of Al outputs with basic expertise.
3. Developing critical thinking to spot biases and logical flaws.

Al is atool, not a source of absolute answers. Students must master fundamental subject
knowledge to use Al effectively, rather than being controlled by it.

### 2. Al’s Role in Education: Assistance, Not Replacement
When asked if Al will replace teachers, Dr. Gowing gives a clear answer: "Highly unlikely.
But Al can be an excellent teaching assistant."

**Advantages of Al in education**:

- It handles repetitive tasks such as grading assignments, providing examples and
rephrasing complex concepts, reducing teachers’ workload.

- It works around the clock without fatigue, offering instant support to students.

**Limitations of Al in education**:

- It cannot deliver emotional interaction. Al cannot read students’ facial expressions or
tones to gauge their understanding.

- It cannot replace teachers’ guidance. Education is not just about knowledge
transmission; it also shapes values, nurtures emotions and provides personalized
mentorship — all uniquely human strengths.

Al and teachers should cooperate, not compete. Al acts as a powerful learning resource,
just like reliable textbooks or websites. Teachers remain irreplaceable: they are not just
instructors, but guides for young people. They adjust teaching methods for individual
students and offer emotional and moral guidance. The ancient wisdom of Confucius —
*teaching students in accordance with their aptitude* — still holds true today. Tools
change, but the essence of human-to-human enlightenment remains eternal.

### 3. A New Model for Al-Era Education

Dr. Gowing outlines the future of education:

- **For students**: Build a solid knowledge base, cultivate critical thinking, and learn to
collaborate with Al instead of relying on it blindly.

- **For teachers**: Embrace Al to improve teaching efficiency, while focusing on the core
of education — human interaction and guidance.



- **For education systems**: Redesign curricula to integrate Al tools, while prioritizing
basic knowledge and critical thinking training.

Al is a tool, while education is an art. In the Al-driven world, we should embrace new
technology while staying true to the original mission of education: to cultivate intelligent,
emotional and creative human beings. Now that knowledge is easily accessible via Al, true
education begins in earnest — it lies in training minds, connecting hearts, and preserving
the unique warmth of human teaching.

## Epilogue: Al Is a Tool— Human Value Is Irreplaceable

In this conversation with Dr. Gowing, we explored Al creativity, educational applications,
ethical challenges and China-US tech competition. At the end of the interview, Dr. Gowing
re-emphasizes Al’s limitations and humanity’s irreplaceable value.

Al is atool, not the embodiment of truth. It helps us solve problems, but can never replace
human thought and judgment. Holding up the Bible, he notes that it is the ultimate source
of truth, teaching us to understand the value of life. Created in God’s image, humans
possess unique wisdom, creativity and moral judgment.

We created Al, so we are its masters, not the other way around. Always stay alert to biases
in Al outputs, and never be misled by blind dependence.

As Dr. Gowing puts it: "Al is a tool made by humans, not our ruler." In this fast-developing
Al era, may we uphold our unique human nature, harness technology with wisdom and
responsibility, and never be ruled by machines.
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